
Mount Arlington Public School District 
Emergency School Closure Preparedness Plan 

 
Communication 
 
Communication with parents and staff members will be crucial to ensure the most successful 
implementation of this preparedness plan. District administration will: 
 

● Monitor any new updates from DOE and local health officials daily. 
● Keep staff and parents aware of closure status and any updates from DOE/Division of 

Health as needed via email, Google Classroom, Facebook, Twitter, and/or Honeywell 
Instant Alert system. 

 
Flexible Instruction Day  

 
 
Overview/Community Explanation 
A Flexible Instruction Day (FID) is a virtual school day where students and staff have an 
opportunity to explore and engage in meaningful learning experiences that are: (a) aligned to 
the curriculum, (b) connected to standards, and (c) relevant to the current instructional 
sequence. These days are not intended to supplant regular school day instructions, rather their 
intent is to continue to afford students with meaningful learning experiences while connected 
with teachers in the event of an emergency.  Nothing replaces the genuine human interactions 
that happen authentically in the classroom between students and teachers.  
 
While the structure of FIDs will be largely asynchronous, meaning there is not direct student and 
teacher interface/interaction, the school day will run from 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM with an hour for 
lunch at the student’s discretion.  This will allow teaching staff adequate time to present the 
learning experience on their Google Classroom, Class Dojo, or website so that students can: (a) 
access the information, (b) prioritize their day, and (c) reach out to the teacher(s) through email 
should there be a question/inquiry or submission of work needed. Teachers will communicate to 
parents and/or students information about where their class materials will be posted/located. 
Teachers will be available via email during these hours with the exception of 12:00 PM - 1:00 
PM which will be identified as teacher lunch. Thirty (30) minutes of this FID will be set aside for 
physical activity of the students’ choice. This physical activity can be continuous or intermittent 
duration of activity.  
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In order to record attendance, students should log in by accessing the Google Form sent daily. 
Attendance must be entered no later than 10:00 AM. Attendance entered after this time will be 
recorded as tardy, but students may participate in all learning experiences.  
 
Learning experiences may include “class work” and homework, but all work that is required for 
submission will be provided with feedback from the teacher making the assignment. Teachers 
will also indicate the due date on all “class work” and homework that requires submission. 
Assignments submitted after the assigned due date may have their evaluation negatively 
impacted due to the late submission. 
 
In addition to “class work” assignments, teachers will post instructional videos as needed with a 
goal of furthering the instructional sequence and supporting student understanding and will be 
complemented by appropriately connected learning experiences. These videos will further the 
instructional sequence by serving as initial exposure to content as received in class or 
supporting student understanding by focusing on reteaching or clarifying previously instructed 
materials.  These reteaching/clarification video topics will be gathered through student-teacher 
communications and formative assessment, just as they are in class. Teachers have been sent 
an extensive list of online educational resources they can use and have been given in-service 
time to collaborate with their grade level/department teams to research and select the resources 
they wish to utilize. 
 
  
Equitable access to instruction for all students 
 
Mount Arlington School District serves approximately 366 students with 20.2% of the student 
population Economically Disadvantaged, 25.7% Students with Disabilities and 4.5% English 
Language Learners.  All parents have been surveyed to determine accessibility to reliable 
internet and/or computing devices. The school district will coordinate with families needing 
support to ensure digital access and enhanced learning opportunities for all.  In addition to 
digital resources, individual student ‘kits’ will be sent home with students which include math 
workbooks, math manipulatives, phonics materials, reading materials, and journals among other 
items.  
 
 
Student Responsibilities K-4  
 
The focus of FIDs at the elementary level is to ensure that meaningful time during the day is 
spent on appropriate reading, writing, and mathematics. Between the hours of 9:30 AM - 3:00 
PM students should engage in various activities that are aligned to the standards and curriculum 
progression devoted to reading, mathematics, and journaling on the learning that was required 
by their teacher. This will be met by grade level teams as follows:  
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K - 2 
K-2 teachers will provide classroom instruction in all core content areas.  Instruction will be 
delivered through multiple resources including the following: teacher-created websites, Class 
Dojo, Raz-Kids, GO Math Online books, (including iTools, video tutorials, interactive games, 
animated lessons, and access to virtual manipulatives), Spelling City, Starfall, Brainpop Jr., 
Mystery Science, Readworks, Go Noodle, Study Island, Xtramath, StorylineOnline, and 
teacher-approved Youtube videos.  All lessons will address NJSLS. 
 
In addition to the digital resources referenced above, individual student ‘kits’ will be sent home 
with students which include math workbooks, math manipulatives, phonics materials, reading 
materials, and journals among other items. 
 
Grades 3-4 
Grade 3-4 teachers will provide classroom instruction in all core content areas.  Instruction will 
be delivered through multiple resources including the following: Google Classroom, email, 
teacher websites or Class Dojo. Students will have access to instructional videos, Newsela, 
ReadWorks, Mystery Science lessons, Go Math online tools, Studyisland, Prodigy, BrainPop, 
Screen Castify, Khan Academy videos and individual Google Classroom assignments.  All 
lessons will address NJSLS. 
 
Student Responsibilities: 5-8  
A Flexible Instruction Day is a day of school and students are expected to give the same 
amount of focus and effort to an FID as they would to any other school day. Flexible 
Instructional Days will begin for students at 9:30 AM and will last until 3:00 PM. Students are 
expected to log into their teacher’s Google Classrooms to identify the expected work for the day. 
Students should expect to complete the daily assignments and may be asked to collaborate 
virtually with other classmates on assignments similarly to the typical school day experience. 
Students, without a school approved excuse, will be held responsible for all work not completed 
by each assigned deadline. Deadlines will be assigned at the discretion of the classroom 
teacher and each assignment that requires submission will be returned either graded or with 
feedback in a timely manner.  
 
Grades 5-6 
Grade 5-6 teachers will provide classroom instruction in all core content areas.  Instruction will 
be delivered through multiple resources including the following:Google Classroom, email, 
teacher websites or Class Dojo. Students will have access to instructional videos, Newsela, 
Scholastic Scope and Action, ReadWorks, Reading Theory, Screencastify, STEMScopes, 
Mystery Science lessons, Go Math online tools, Studyisland, Prodigy, BrainPop, Khan Academy 
videos and individual Google Classroom assignments. All lessons will address NJSLS. 
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Grades 7-8 
Grade 7-8 teachers will provide classroom instruction in all core content areas.  Instruction will 
be delivered through multiple resources including the following: Google Classroom, email, 
teacher websites or Class Dojo. Students will have access to instructional videos, Newsela, 
Scholastic Scope and Action, ReadWorks, Reading Theory, Screencastify, STEMScopes, 
Mystery Science lessons, Go Math online tools, Studyisland, Prodigy, BrainPop, Khan Academy 
videos and individual Google Classroom assignments. All lessons will address NJSLS. 
 
Special Area Subjects 
 
Specific topics of focus in special areas will be provided by the special area teachers through 
one of the following: Google Classroom, email, teacher websites, or Class Dojo.  
 
Special area teachers will post material and assignments related to their subject area in a 
manner consistent with the students’ regular scheduled special.  For instance, if a third grade 
class receives two art periods per week, the art teacher will post materials on those two 
scheduled days. Other special area teachers will follow suit. 
 
Some of the specific resources for special area teachers to utilize and and share with their 
students include: 
 

Art:  Sketchbook assignments, “Art with Mati & Dada” YouTube videos, 
http://scrapcoloring.com, http://toytheater.com, http://bomomo.com, Kidsites.com (art), 
Quickdraw.withgoogle.com, AutoDraw.com, Drawisland.com, Virtual Art  Museums 
Band: Youtube performance videos, Google classroom, Practice journals, Students 
practice their sheet music or in their standard of Excellence books/record their 
performance for evaluation-Music vocab lists/worksheets  
General Music: Activity packets (4 weeks), Google classroom posts/discussions, 
ReadWorks.org, Newsela.com, https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/, 
http://collections.nmmusd.org/galleries.html#maps, Youtube videos and read outloud, 
Webquests, Google slides, Music analysis 
Computer/Library: audiobooks, google forms, ABCYA, Typing.com 
Health: BrainPop, Prezi presentations, Google Slides, Quizlet, Kahoot, Study.com, 
Newsela 
Physical Education: Fitness Journals, YouTube videos, Articles with written responses 
or quizes from www.newsela.com, Packets 
Spanish: Quizlet, Conjuguemos, Duolingo,Spanish Playground, online movies/videos on 
youtube/amazon, open a padlet for discussions, interactive online worksheets 
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Provisions for students with individual learning needs: 
Instruction provided to students with an IEP will consider and account for the necessary 
accommodations and modifications in the students IEP, with consideration made to instruction 
taking place outside of the school.  Instruction will be geared towards addressing the 
documented goals and objectives in the students IEP.  Teachers in specialized programs will 
work with the supporting related service providers to modify classroom procedures and 
structures to provide continuity for students to the greatest degree possible. Teachers will 
communicate with both students and parents to provide guidance and support. 
 
Provisions for Nutritional Support for students with free/reduced lunch: 
SFA Name: Mount Arlington Public Schools 
Agreement #: 02703410 
Date Meal Distribution will begin: 3-16-2020 
Date Meal DIstribution will end: TBD 
School/Site where meal distribution will take place: Beginning on Monday April 6, meals are 
being delivered by bus drivers to children’s homes.  Three (3) days of meals are being delivered 
on Mondays and two (2) days of meals are delivered on Thursdays. 
Meals to be claimed for reimbursement each day: 2 (breakfast and lunch) 
 
Our food service provider, Maschios,  is providing packaged grab and go breakfasts and 
lunches for our students on a daily basis. We have called all eligible families to inform them of 
the available meals. 
 
Provisions for ELLs: 
All ELLs students Grades 3-8 will have access to Duolingo where they can continue with their 
high intensity ESL experience. In addition: 

● All students in grades 1-8 will also be provided the Relaxed Fluency Pronunciation 
Packet - Whadday a Say? 

● Kindergarten Students - CVC Words and Short I Review Packet 
● Website link to British Council Learn English Teens 
● Google Classrooms will be created for each ESL student to have access to ESL teacher 

assistance and feedback. 
 
Provisions for Accelerated Students: 
Students will be provided with extension activities, projects and research opportunities based on 
the work in which they are currently engaging. 
 
Faculty Expectations  
In the event of a Flexible Instruction Day, faculty will be expected to be available through email 
between the hours of 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM.  Teachers will be available via email during these 
hours with the exception of 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM which will be identified as teacher lunch and 
prep time.  
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Learning experiences may include “class work” and homework, but all work that is required for 
submission will be provided with feedback from the teacher making the assignment. Student 
work assigned by each teacher should not exceed what the district has determined as an 
“appropriate” amount of time. Appropriate, in this case, is defined by the district as work 
approximately reflecting that of a typical class period during a minimum day. This expectation is 
reflective of the nature that FIDs follow a minimum day time allocation.  
 
Each teacher should have a grade level or department buddy/buddies in the event a teacher is 
not available.  The expectations of the buddy is to make sure that the appropriate information is 
posted for the day and any assignments that are due will be addressed  by the normal teacher 
when he/she is available to do so. Buddies are not responsible for answering class emails or 
evaluating student work. Administration will be added as ‘co-teachers’ to all virtual classrooms 
so that they can support staff as needed. 
 
In addition to “class work” assignments, teachers will post instructional videos as needed with a 
goal of furthering the instructional sequence and supporting student understanding and will be 
complemented by appropriately connected learning experiences. These videos will further the 
instructional sequence by serving as initial exposure to content as received in class or 
supporting student understanding by focusing on reteaching or clarifying previously instructed 
materials.  These reteaching/clarification video topics will be gathered through student-teacher 
communications and formative assessment, just as they are in class. Teachers have been sent 
an extensive list of online educational resources they can use and have been given in-service 
time to collaborate with their grade level/department teams to research and select the resources 
they wish to utilize. 
 
Teachers can record instruction, reteaching, and clarification videos through Google Meet. 
 
Google Hangout should also be considered for synchronous learning interaction to supplement 
instruction and complement email communication for Q&A.  
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